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PROPOSED AMENDMENT FOR DISCUSSION AT I NTERVIEW 

1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus for use in RF shielding, comprising: 

a holder comprising RF shielding and configured for forming a substantially 

complete and substantially continuous RF shield when the holder is adjoined to fee cavity a 

.||. 

surface defining a cavity of a magnet associated with magnet-RF-stueliSin'g^o that the holder is 
electrically coupled to a radio-opaque cryostat of the mamet ^f ^f|k. 


2, (Original) The apparatus of claim .^wherein the holder coMtaises a bottom 


portion comprising RF shielding. - :> %^ 

' - 

3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 2, when^the holder further comprises a 
canopy comprising RF shielding. % "w? 

4. (Original) y; :|^ii;fie.apparatus of : elatm 2, wherjein the holder further comprises a 
patient end cap comprising RF sh^f|ing. % 

5. :v^0ngm^J) ^^.appafafu^MSim 3, wherein the canopy removably attaches 


5. .^g^i^m^ l^apparafcfe 
to the Mftpm portion. 


6. ^Ifiariginal) "lihe apparatus of claim 2, wherein the bottom portion comprises 
apertures. 

_ 7-^ (Original) The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the patient end cap comprises 

apertures. 

8. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , iurther comprising a positioning means 
attached to the holder. 

DC: 2707774-1 


PAGE 2/1 1 * RCVD AT 12/28/2007 10:45:47 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 ' ONIS:2738300 * CSID:202 662 6280 > DURATION (mm-ss):04-10 


12/28/2007 22:46 FAX 2 02 66 2 6280 COVING TON & BURLING LLP El 003 

Application No.: 10/826,321 2 DocketNo.: 026746.101-US01 

9, (Original) The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the positioning means comprises 
a support configured to support the holder and means for locomotion. 

1 0. (Original) The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the means for locomotion 
comprises wheels. 


1 1 . (Original) The apparatus of claim 9, whereii^^^teans for locomotion 
comprises rollers. \ 


1 2 (Original) The apparatus of claimlk. further\omprising a pati^f^upport unit. 
1 3 . (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 2, wfi^fein the patient support unit 


comprises an RF transmitter antenna and ^^||^eiver antenna^;;;^^ 


14. (Original) .^.The apparatus ol^laim 12, wl^m the patient support unit 
comprises an RF coiL4&£ 4§| % 

I V 

15. (Original) 12 s wherein the patient support unit 
comprisera support conffgured to ffi^Ld. an animal. 

l6/'li^Qrigmal) ||jie apparatus of claim 12, wherein the patient support unit 
comprises a supp60|:fepnfigur|S to hold a human. 

17 (Original) The apparatus of claim-15, wherein the support is configured" to 

hold an animal in an inverted position. 

18. (Original) The apparatus of claim 17, wherein a cross section of the support is 
configured to substantially match the curvature of an animal's spine. 
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19. (Original) The apparatus of claim 18, wherein a cross section of the support is 
substantially U-shapcd. 

20. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 8, wherein a cross section of the support is 


substantially V-shaped. 


21 . (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 8, wher^^^|^ent support unit 


comprises an RF transmitter antenna and an RF receiver agtenni 4 


22. (Original) The apparatus of cl^iii^^, wherei^the patient supj^^unit 
comprises an RF coil. 

23. (Original) The apparal^o^laiin 22, wherem^jIlF- coil compnses a non- 
planar coil. \ ■P||w <!S ' 

24. (Origm$| Tlii||paratus of cl%n 23, wherein a cross section of the RF coil 


.. .. w V 


substantially matches a crS^ec^&j^the support^' 

2^; (OrigiriSII^ The ^||jaratus of claim 23, wherein the RF coil comprises a 


plurality ftitoops. 


26. (On^nal) ^pThe apparatus of claim 22, wherein the RF coil comprises an upper 


RF coil connected to a lower RF coil, 


27. (Original) The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the RP coil is movable. 

28. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 5, wherein the patient support unit 
comprises straps for holding an animal. 
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29. (New) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the holder comprises a rigid 
material of a predetermined shape. 

30. (New) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the surface defines an opening 
of a predetermined size at a patient end of the magnet, and wherein the holder defines a 
corresponding opening of a corresponding size configured to abutj|| adjoin to the surface. 

3 1 (New) The apparatus of claim 30, wherein the opSpio^ of the magnet and 


the corresponding opening of the holder have a substantially circular shape. \||^ 

32. (New) The apparatus of claim 1 , the holder i s configured to hold 


and support the body of an animal patiet^!^, 


33. (New) The appaialus%claimf j^leBmWapparatus comprises the 

magnet and ancillary m^lts : ^||giated with a'l&agnetic resonance imaging process, wherein 
the RF shield encloses ii?b^the aifpary magnets, y^f 

34v:#^t)^^l^^ Tfre&gparatus oF&laim 1, wherein the substantially complete and 
subsi^l|uy continuous ^^ield p^pfe all RF signals that could interfere with a magnetic 
resonance irr^gmg measurement from passingirom an area outside the RF shield to an area 

%, jf 

inside the RF shieii^,. J? 


35. (New) * The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the substantially complete and 
substantially continuous RF shield has substantially no visible gaps or holes through which could 
pass an RF signal that could interfere with a magnetic resonance imaging measurement. 
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36. (New) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the magnet is configured to 

remain stationary while a patient is moved wholly or partly into the cavity of the magnet. 


.# 

.at 


"IF" 


■v.- 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT FOR DTSCUSSION AT INTERVIEW 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of pro viding RF shielding for a patient 
comprising: 

placing the patient on a holder, the holder comprising RF shielding configured for 
forming a substantially complete and substantially continuous RF staM abound the patient when 


the holder is adjoined to th e cavity a surface defining a cavity #a " v 


magnet-RF-shielditig so that the holder is electrically couff fed to - a radin-#E%c crvostat of the 
magnet : and ,,;::0&> \ 


>t associated with 


w 

adjoining the holder to the cavity the stS|4e^iin|nhe cavity ofthe magnet . 


2 (Original) The method?;$ielaim 1 , further cdmpisine placing 
over the service end of the magnet. ^| ' ^||||^, % ' 


an RF shield 


3. (Original)" t fe^ethod of claim 1, wherein the holder comprises a bottom 


portion comprising RF shielding. 

fOrie£M^\ Tfi^smtetbod of claim 3, wherein the holder further comprises a 


canopy tjQstorising RF shielding. 


5. (0|?ginal) |*The method of claim 3, wherein the holder further comprises a 


patient end cap composing RF shielding. 


6. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein the canopy removably attaches to 
the bottom portion. 
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7. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein the patient end cap removably 
attaches to the bottom portion or is integral to the bottom portion. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein the patient end cap comprises 
apertures. 


9 (Original) The method of claim 3 , wherein 1fe#f |pni portion comprises 

.. € 

apertures. A % s m > 

1 0 (Original) The method of clainiJtf wherein ihe magnet-RF-shleldjjil; 
comprises a service end cap. 


1 1 . (Currently Amended) The claim 1 , wh^ppje magnct-RF-shielding 

furth e r comprises a the cryostat. .jj^^^^^s.^^ 


w w 


12. (Original! Th^ifethod of clainill, wherem me magnet-RF-shielding further 

If w 


comprises an RF shield lmel^nfiguted.to rombin^with the service end cap and the holder-RF- 
cl^i^lHino t^^^^' :: j* : ^bl&!!ariti flllv^E'rirmnl ete RF shield. 


shielding ti&;f^^ RFsh'ield 


B|p (Original) -^|Qie method of claim 1 , further comprising a positioning means 


attached to thelitflder. 


1 4. (Origin§Ef The method of claim 1 3, wherein the positioning means comprises 
a support configured to support the holder and means for locomotion. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the means for locomotion 
comprises wheels. 
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1 6. (Original) The method of claim 1 4, wherein the 
comprises rollers. 


means for locomotion 


17. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the holder further comprises a 


patient support unit. 


18 (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein ^%nt support unit comprises 

4i : 



an RF transmitter antenna and an RF receiver antenna. 


1 9 (Original) The method of claio^i^wherein^ie patient j 
comprises an RF coil. 

J' v ,>.,v,, 
, v . 0 „_ erafe. 1, where the pfeta^is an animal. 


21 (Original) .^.Tpje method of clairojSO, wherSf»i$he patient support unit 


comprises a support cjonpgured torpid an animafc| 


22 (Qrjg?nal) 'tt€m®W&$j^pi 1 , where the patient is human. 

(Currently4|^ method of claim 22, wherein the patient 


support nmt^^mprises a supj£|gt configured to hold a human. 

24. (Orig^al)^^ The method of clahn 21 , wherein the support is adapted to hold an 

W : 
animal in an inverted position. - -------- — — ■;■ 

25 . (Original) The method of claim 24, wherein a cross section of the support is 
configured substantially to match the curvature of an animal's spine. 
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26. (Original) The method of claim 25, wherein a cross section of the support is 
substantially U-shaped. 

27. (Original) The method of claim 25, wherein a cross section of the support is 
substantially V-shaped. 


28. (Original) The method of claim 21 , wherein.^^||ent support uni 
comprises straps for holding an animal. 


..... %. 


29. (New) The method of claM||SVherein fee holder compris^ngid 


material of a predetermined shape. 

The method 


it 


30. (New) 


d%^l, wherein the^ 

% '^ii^ . , if 


?e defines an opening of 


a predetermined size at a patient end of the m^e1;^c^^|^dMer defines a corresponding 

to abut 


iftt and adjom to the surface. 


opening of a correspond!^ ^iie^l^figuTed 1 

3 1 . (New) wherein the opening of the magnet and 

the corre^^§Iil|^n^ of ti^bjder have4^lubstantiaUy circular shape. 

3^ :,. (New) '<$Ehe me#bd of claim 1 , wherein the holder is configured to hold 


11 


and support the" : %>dy of an animal patient 

33. (New) y The method of claim 1, wherein the magnet is configured for use - 
in a magnetic resonance imaging system comprising the magnet and ancillary magnets associated 
with a magnetic resonance imaging process, wherein the RP shield encloses all of the ancillary 
magnets. 
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34, (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein the substantially complete and 

substantially continuous RF shield prevents all RF signals that could interfere with a magnetic 
resonance imaging measurement from passing from an area outside the RF shield to an area 
inside the RF shield 
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